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Seek Mentorship and Become a Student for Life

“Every man | meat is my master in some point, and in that | keam from him.”
- Ralph Walda Emerson

Iast of you resding this article ane like me. Young professionals, kearning to navigate
the chappy walers presented in the professional warld. Some may be seasoned Class
A professionals, while athers may have just recently enralled in the PGA PGM
program. Regardless of your position, tithe, education, or age, | am confident we all can
agrea an this ane bapic. To reach the aspirations and goals we have sed oul for aur
careers and families, we must actively sesk mantors. We must find people thal will 1est
and challenge aur abilities and beliefs. Seaking a mentor's advice could prevent you
fram making unnacessary fumbles_ [t can aleo evolke opporbunities that could impact
aur lives for the belter.

Finding & trustworlhy mamor doas not have to ba a difficull task. Thay can be found all
around us. The older neighbor you see as yau walk your diog in the evenings. Your
Iangtime friend who lives an the other side of bawn, An affice collsague who holds the
position you strive for. The suthar of an inspirational book. Our access b simong
mantons strefches much farther than the confines of an omani zatianal hisrarchy. When
we apen our minds bo the resources life presents us, mentars are caser than we
realize.

In my experiance (which, to be honest, s very litthe ], the best mantors around ana thase
who treat eveny moment in life as an opportunity o leam. They ga baldy indo mams
whene they know the least and gravitale iowards sitiations they know littke about. Ryan
Haliday explains in EQo Is The Enemy that, “An amateur is defensive. The professional
finds leaming (and even, occasianally, being shown up) to be enjoyable; they like being
challenged and humbled, and engage in sducation as an ongoing and endless
process.” These individuals are comforable in uncomforishle sibuations because they
mare than likely put themsehves in that situation, Knowing the podential beneficial
ramifications that could undokd

Evary joumey will have it stumbles and falls, but ane way %o bacome surefooted i o
adogt the help of athars. We do this by seaking ou! mentons. Ta do 20 we must apen
aur minds to the people and siluations we come across. Train yourself b becomes
awane and always stay curious. Others have walked the same foatsteps yau and | ane
walking &1 this moment in our lives. They have made the same mistakes and
ayperenced the same succassas wie have Trust them, leam fram tham, and masd
importandy, take the time b spread your knowledge o the mentes who will knock on
WO doar Saan.

This process is a cycle, and we all need 1o ready oursetves far the moment o becaome
tha mentar. | will leasve you with a philazaphy Frank Shamrosck uges 1o rain his fighters:
Plus, minus, and equal. "Each fighter, to become great, needs o have somaons betier
that they can |leam fram, someone lesser whom they can teach, and someone egual
that they can challenge themsalves against”
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